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Expert advice... US Expat

A
s an international tax advisor, 
I’m often asked by individuals 
who are planning to move to, 
or already living in, Portugal 
how they can avoid being 
taxed twice. The answer 

lies in proactive, well-coordinated planning. 
By consulting with experienced U.S. and 
Portuguese tax professionals, you can take 
advantage of tax treaties, foreign credits, and 
strategic structures that keep more of your 
income where it belongs - with you. With the 
right plan in place, you’ll have more cash to 
enjoy the very best of life in Portugal, from the 
Algarve’s beaches to its relaxed, rewarding 
lifestyle.

If you’re a U.S. citizen or permanent resident 
(“green-card” holder), small business owner or 
a high-earning professional living in Portugal, 
smart tax planning can help you keep more of 
what you earn, on both sides of the Atlantic. With 
a comprehensive tax and wealth accumulation 
strategy, you can take full advantage of the 
income and social security tax treaties, foreign 
tax credits, and business structures that reduce 

double taxation and maximize your available 
cash.  A well-designed plan aligns your income, 
retirement savings contributions, business & 
personal tax deductions to lower your tax bill 
and boost your cash flow. The payoff is simple: 
more money in your pocket to reinvest in your 
business, enjoy your life abroad, and grow your 
financial future with confidence.

With the introduction of the new regime 
known as the IFI CI (Incentive Fiscal à 
Investigação Científica e Inovação) (sometimes 
called “NHR 2.0”), there are meaningful 
opportunities to increase your spendable cash. 

What this means in practice: with the right 
planning, you can make your move to Portugal 
work smarter for you. By carefully timing your 
residency, choosing eligible professional 
activities, and optimizing your income sources 
and business structure, you can significantly 
reduce your overall tax burden. The result? 
More money in your hands to enjoy life in 
Portugal, invest in your future, or grow your 
business with confidence.

Below is a checklist to help you identify 
opportunities to optimize cash flow and 

minimize risk of double taxation:
� Consult Cross-Border Tax Professionals
� Determine Portuguese tax residency status.
� Review US/Portugal Business Structure
� Review Incentives in Portugal
� Leverage the U.S.–Portugal Tax Treaties
� Consider Timing of Income/Sales of Assets
� Evaluate Retirement Savings Strategies
� Maximize Deductions and Credits
� Consider Timing of Tax Payments/Tax Credits
� File US Tax Compliance Timely and Accurately

LET’S TALK — NO COST, NO OBLIGATION
Have a question about life abroad? Want to
know how to align your U.S. and Portuguese
planning? Wondering where to begin?
We offer complimentary consultations and
are happy to coordinate introductions to any of
our expert partners — all at no cost to you.
Start your experience today at usexpat.com
info@usexpat.com

WELCOME TO EXPERTISE.
WELCOME TO SIMPLICITY.
WELCOME TO US EXPAT.
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